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HansalWeolenlBlanketste: Mm\k Blankets

MM[EIM;?@E&}EIE} ofiWool & Wool Blended Fabrics, Blankets,
'Felt'Cloth, Gaming Cloth: [Bllllard 'Clﬂth} & Shawls.

Exporting to 27 Countries.

$  Amritsar Swadeshi Textile Corp Pyt Ltd
g Key Person: Mr Rajiv Khanna

- Tel: +91 92160 14406, 82830 33162

E Email: Infn@hansal:.n.lankets.com | s VISt US a:;.bm
2 VPO Nag Kalan, Majitha Road, Amritsar www.aswm.

Snow Bear Mink Blanket

The Most Modern Plant with Korean Collaboration in
India Producing World Class Mink Blankets for
International as well as for Home Market.

FOR TRADE ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT :

Mr. Sachin Khanna, Email: info@aswm.com

Mink Blankets | FeltCloth | GamingCloth | Shawls & Fabrics
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Pinndon Aaya Hae Paani
Meray - A Partition Story

Farrukh

Mehboob

There were once two brothers, Talib
Hussain and Manzoor Ahmad, who lived
in a small town called Sujanpur, situated
at a distance of twenty five miles north
east of Gurdaspurin India. Travelling four
miles further north, you reach Madhopur
where the British built the famous hydel
headworks on the river Ravi
and from where flowed the
Upper Bari Doab canal, the
first of its kind in British Punjab
for controlled irrigation. In
addition to the headworks, this
area later became famous for
Osho’s Ashram and its strategic
location, being the only road link
between the disputed state of Jammu
& Kashmir and the rest of India. Some
say, due to this strategic importance,
Lord Louis Mountbatten prevailed upon
the Radcliff Boundary Commission to
award all but one tehsil - Shakargarh
- of Gurdaspur district to India at the
time of partition. Sujanpur is also not far
from the beautiful foothills of Jammu,
Kangra, Chamba and Dalhousie.
Travellers on their way to these and
other Himalayan destinations pass by
Sujanpur, as does the Upper Bari Doab
canal but on its 450 mile journey in the
opposite direction to inundate into river
Chenab at a point that became the
border between India and Pakistan.
Talib Hussain and Manzoor Ahmad
were not real brothers; they were
cousins belonging to a clan of Sulehria
Rajputs who had settled in Sujanpur
during Ranjeet Singh's reign, where
they had migrated from their ancestral
lands in Jammu. This was the largest
landowning clan in Sujanpur with their
agricultural lands situated in the nearby
moza of Sauli Bhauli. In the rural
Punjabi culture even cousins are called
brothers despite the fact that those
who share land, tend to also call each
other shareek - literally translated

Khan

as someone who shares

something with you

but culturally quite akin

4 to being synonymous
with  the word enemy. The

younger of the two, Manzoor Ahmad,
was orphaned at a very young age.
Both of his parents died on the same
day, becoming victims of the great
influenza pandemic of 1918 that swept
through India, killing more than 17 million
people. His real sister, an infant, also
died in the most tragic of circumstances
— neglected by the extended family,
lying helpless in her own piss and
faeces, she succumbed to rodent bites!
The young Manzoor Ahmad would also
have been Kkilled by his shareeks had
it not been for the strict vigilance of his
grandfather Budhey Khan, who had two
sons from his first wife, the kind Fateh
Mohammad and the devious, opium
eating army veteran, Sardar Khan. After
Budhey Khan passed away, the role
of guardian angel for Manzoor Ahmad
was taken over by Fateh Mohammad,
who brought up Manzoor Ahmad just
as he would his own son, Talib Hussain.
Sardar Khan kept advocating the young
boy's killing or at least disinheritance,
as the customs of land division among
the clan members would have given
the boy a much bigger share of land
than either Fateh Mohammad or
Sardar Khan. But Fateh Mohammad

would not listen to Sardar Khan.
The brothers thus grew up in the same
household under the kind guardianship
of Fateh Muhammad, who put them
through the local school. Talib Hussain
went on to complete his matriculation,
and later a diploma in homeopathy,
but Manzoor Ahmad dropped out
after grade eight to work at the farm
lands full time. Both got married
one after the other, as they came
of age to start families of their own.
During their spare time, the brothers
would go and sit by the Upper Bari Doab
canal that flowed by their village to enjoy
the scenic view of the setting sun or to
enjoy the delicious mangos being sold
by the hawkers who would immerse the
fruit in the snow melted canal water for
cooling. Not to mention an occasional
bottle of rum smuggled out of the nearby
distillery owned by a British gentleman
from whom the family borrowed working
capital and grew sugarcane in return.
Life for the brothers was just about
starting to fall into a comfortable,
pastoral pattern when the Radcliff
boundary award came. Their village was
no longer theirs. It was to go to India.
They did not want to leave. They were
made to leave. Staying on would have
meant to pay with their and their families’
lives. Bands of Sikh marauders were
attacking Muslims in nearby villages and
could reach them any time. Most of the
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Influences of Hinduism on
Punjabi Sufis

Farrukh Mehboob Khan

extended family, led by a police officer
cousin, had already left for Pakistan.
Barely able to save their lives and that
of their wives and children, with the help
of a Hindu friend, named Yagdat (Yagya
Dutt?-Ed), who kept them hidden in his
house for several days and then handed
them over to a party of Baloch Regiment
who were looking for firewood in the
area. Not before Yagdat's father had
threatened to expose their presence,
most likely to save his own family
from retribution lest the Muslims be
discovered hiding in his house. Yagdat
was Talib Hussain's best friend who not
only saved their lives but also kept in
touch for many years after the partition.
(Periodically, he would come to meet his
friend at the Wagha border and brought
with him local delicacies from Sujanpur.)
After a day’s journey in the army truck,
the family was dropped off at a refugee
camp in Lahore. During their stay in
Lahore, the uprooted brothers, found
a temporary residence near Brandreth
road, famous even to this day for its steel
and hardware market, in jarring contrast
to the serenity of their homeland. Unable
to cope with the hard and bewildering
pace of life in Lahore and not having any
real affinity with this way of life, the two
brothers found a way to link up with their
pastoral moorings. They would walk all
the way from their temporary residence
to the fabled canal that presently cuts
through Lahore but at that time was
situated at the outskirts of the city. There
they would sit on the canal bank, touching
the water lovingly, in the fond knowledge
that the water in the canal came from
Madhopur headworks through the
Upper Bari Doab canal that flowed past
their home in India. The government of
India had not yet stopped the water of
that canal from entering into Pakistan.

Shumita Didi Sandhu
{Saanjhey Ranng Punjab De
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The coming of Sufi Islam to Punjab
was a veritable homecoming of
essentially Indian ideas. It gave shape
to a way of contemplating about the
universe that has been with us for
centuries and is still so dearly close to
the hearts of the people of Punjab, be
it a pot-smoking malang at a shrine or
a guitar bearing rocker on the sets of
Coke Studio!

The Islam that came to India,
wrote Intizaar Hussain in one of
his weekly columns in Dawn, had
already undergone many a cultural
transformations by virtue of having
come to us via the Perso-Turkic spiritual
traditions and Sufi orders. It was no
longer the basic, strict, disciplinary
order of the desert hardened Arabs
but the product of an intercourse with
more appealing theories and practices
of the culturally rich inhabitants of
Tabriz, Shiraz, Isfahan, Samarkand and
Bukhara.

One of the most fundamental
differences was that Arabs, and for
that matter all the other Judaic people,
had difficulty conceiving God as a non-
personal reality. God, for Arabs, not only
had a personality but was also separate
from the rest of the universe. It was
neither an avatar of nor a reality which
was immanent in everything. It was a
separate creative force which preceded
everything in the universe and created
the universe and everything in it as an
act of volition. Human beings and other
forms of existence, thus, did not grow
out of the
universe but were brought into it by
God.

On the other hand, the
philosophical
thoughts which developed among
the so-called Aryan races of Persian,
Greek and Indian origins always had
this underlying theme about everything

being interconnected and having
originated from one reality. Hindus
particularly have always had a very
organic relationship with the universe.
Nothing, not even God, is held separate
from the universe.

In his fascinating analysis,
Wahdat ul Wajood Te Punjabi Shaeri,
Syed Ali Abbas Jalalpuri, has traced
influences of Indian thought on Greek
philosophers  through  missionary
Buddhists, and of Greek thought on
Sufis via the Persians, prior to arriving
in the Punjab and the Gangetic planes
to give rise to Indian Sufi thought. Of
particular importance was the familiarity
of ajmi (non-Arab or Persian) Sufis with
the Greek neo-Platonic concepts[1]
that were strikingly similar to Hindu
concepts such as Buddhism and
Vedanta. Jalalpuri also writes that these
ideas had also travelled to the Sufis
of Islamic world through interactions
with newly converted Sindhi Muslims
in places such as Baghdad. These
ideas then came back to India through
various orders of Sufism, especially the
Qadria and the Chishtia, which are by
far the most popular Sufi orders in the
Indo-Gangetic plains.

As aresult, this transformed version
of Islam did not have much difficulty in
resonating with the spiritual practices
and thought of various mystics of India.
Due to their relative amenability to
absorb new influences, Sufi Islam and
Hindu mysticism could so beautifully
assimilate  with each other. Indian
philosophical thoughts and culture
could do away with their strict codes of
caste and untouchability
with Islamic concepts of universal
equality. The Sufis adopted song
and dance as the means to convey
their message, which was and is still
to this day, a form of expression and
experience that is universally appealing
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to the people of Punjab.

The philosophical and social ground
for this mutually beneficial intercourse
was laid already laid down by the
followers of Gorakhnath and Bhakti
movements, we are told by Ishtiaq
Ahmad in his The Punjab, Bloodied,
Partitioned and Cleansed (2012, OUP,
Pakistan). The first of these movements
sought a synthesis between Hinduism
(the cult of Shiva) and Buddhism while
the latter believed in a single God and
was an act of resistance against the
caste system by lower caste Hindus
of the South that found its way to the
North also. Gorakhnathi movement
originated in Northern India, primarily,
the Punjab.

Contrary to popular information,
pre-lslamic  Hindu  philosophers/
religious teachers were quite advanced
in their thinking and conclusions about
the universe and human beings' place
in it. The beauty of Hinduism lay in
its openness to absorb new ideas.
This openness comes from the fact
that there is no central church or
shariah like authority to guard it from
outside influences. It is often asserted,
especially by its opponents, that
Hinduism is not a religion but a set of
religious ideas which is practiced by
the people of India not as an integrated
whole but whatever is eclectically
adopted in a particular cult they follow,
e.g., followers of Shiva, Vishnu and
Krishna have separate temples and
rituals. In this assertion they try to
juxtapose these cultist beliefs with
religious monoliths such as Islam and
find them to be deficient as overarching
philosophies of life. WWhen seen like this,
their statements about Hindu religion
are correct to a large degree, but what
they miss out is the religio-philosophical
background against which these cultist
rituals are put together.

This background is made of a few
fundamental beliefs:
there is an all pervasive, transcendent
creative energy in the universe which is
not precedent or apart from it;
the universe has neither a beginning
nor an end, it is an endless cycle of
creation, preservation and destruction;
through karma (thoughts, speech and
actions) each individual creates its own
destiny;
every soul is destined to undergo a
cycle of many births and deaths until it
achieves liberation from this cycle;
no one religion or system of thought is
absolute in the sense of being the only
path to salvation, every such system
deserves tolerance and understanding
and might turn out to have in it some
hitherto unseen facets of the creative
energy.
The theme of liberation from the
impermanence and the resulting
sorrow, crystallized most prominently in
two off shoots of Hindu thought that the
world knows as Buddhism and Vedanta,
despite their differences in details of the
method whereby liberation is pursued.
"... both of them assert that the universe
shows a periodical succession of
arising, existing and vanishing, and that
this process is without beginning and
end. They believe in the causality which
binds the result of an action to its cause
(karma), and in rebirth conditioned
by that nexus. Both are convinced of
the transitory, and therefore sorrowful
character, of individual existence in
the world; they hope to attain gradually
to a redeeming knowledge through
renunciation and meditation and they
assume the possibility of a blissful
and serene state, in which all worldly
imperfections have vanished forever".

The above themes, albeit in a rather
passionate and philosophically .....
(word meaning folksy -ed.) manner, are

very prominently apparent in the works
of Baba Guru Nanak Dev, Bhagat
Kabeer Das, Ameer Khusro, Madho
Laal Shah Hussain, Sarmed Kashani,
Prince Dara Shikoh, Bulleh Shah and
Khwaja Ghulam Fareed, to name only
a few.

The question which arises now
is that given these influences and
amalgamations that took place in the
great melting pot of Indus valley, would
it be fair to Sufis, and for that matter to
mainstream Islam, to classify the Sufis
as being Muslim? They might have
Islamic references but their definitions
of these references are quite different
from mainstream interpretation of Islam.
Jalalpuri has given ample evidence by
quoting verses from poetry of prominent
Sufis that would strongly suggest that
Punjabi Sufis were giving a message
that was highly influenced by Buddhists
and Vendantic Hindus. And that this
shift away from the mainstream version
of Islam, which was adhered to and
promoted by the Omayyad caliphate,
found its first resistance from the
Persians, who having been vanquished
and even converted to Islam, looked for
another source of mystical connection
with Mohammad and Allah through Ali.
Sufism, and hence Islam, as it came to
the Punjab, was therefore, an ajmi or
non-Arab phenomenon that underwent
yet another transformation when it
came in contact with the Hindus.

The reason for not declaring Sufism
to be a formal break from Islam, could
have been much more mundane:
survival at the periphery of a society
where Islam was on an ascendancy
politically and the populace was
Hindu. And that true expression of
their inner teachings could have led
to worst possible troubles. As it did
for Hussain ibn Mansoor Al Hallaj
in Baghdad and Sarmad Kashani
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and Prince Dara Shikoh in India.
Sufis were not hermits entirely. They
considered themselves liberators of
others. Their shrines were sanctuaries
for those who said no to the social
game and sought more than just the
ordinary ways of life. These shrines
also had and still uphold, the tradition
of feeding the hungry and the poor.
For which and the sustenance of the
inner circle of Sufis centered around
the Master, they were dependent
on the donations of their devotees in
towns and cities close to which these
shrines were established. Maintaining
an ambiguous stance rather than
positive rejection of Islam or Hinduism
worked better for the Sufis' survival
and also conveyed their quintessential
rejection of both to people outside their
inner circles.

NOTE [1] "According to neo-
Platonism, God is conceived as
the source and goal of everything;
from him everything comes, to him
all things retun; he is the alpha and
omega, the beginning, middle and end.
Communion with God or absorption in
God, therefore, is the real purpose of all
our strivings, and religion the heart-beat
of the universe. The principal doctrine
of Plotinus stated that there is just one
exalted God, that is a supreme power,
the final cause , the cosmic force. God
is the highest spiritual, and creative
Being.

Although the world proceeds from
God, he did not create it; the universe is
an emanation from God, an inevitable
overflow of his infinite power or
actuality. Plotinus employs several
metaphors to suggest the meaning of
emanation. God is a spring from which
the spring flows without exhausting its
infinite source; or, God is the sun from
which the light radiates without loss to
the sun. The absolute being (God) is

higher than beauty, truth, goodness,
consciousness, and will, for all these

the sun, the source of light, the nearer : T
9 : social significance. | talked on phone

we are to darkness (matter). Beauty isin
the structure of divine existence. Other
types of existence such as matter and
body are not beautiful in themselves,
but rather they are beautiful as a
reflection of God's beauty. Among all
beings in the universe human beings
are the closest to the divine essence
because they have souls that strive
to turn in the direction of pure thought.
The truthfulness, beauty or goodness
of a human being depend on its soul's
actions within its body; the closer the
soul of a human being gets to the source
of light, the more it acquires the qualities
such as truth, goodness, and beauty.
Human beings reflect the appearance
of God in themselves more than other
life forms, and consequently they are
the highest in the scale of being."

It is rather unclear, whether Plotinus
had directly leamed from Indian
teachers but there certainly was an
effort on his part to go to Persia with the
army of emperor Gordian Ill and leam
from Persian and Indian scholars. In

the wake of Gordian’s failed expedition, :

Plotinus found himself strandedin Persia
for the next two years before coming to
Rome to set up his school. He might
have learned of Indian teachings that
eventually formed the body of thought
known as Vedanta. The Sufis learned
about neo-Platonic ideas through the
great translation movement of Baghdad
under the Abbasid caliphs in which all
major Greek works of philosophy were
meticulously translated into Arabic
and their Islamic interpretations were
established, which in tumn became
prominent features of Muslim and Sufi
thought.
{ Posted in his blog 15/ 01/2014
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| had a very emotionally enriching,
experience today

to a teacher of mine who had taught
me in a state funded middle school
in a small (though very prosperous)
village in Punjab. He taught us many
subjects but his specialisation was
in Punjabi language. He was a very
competent and caring teacher. When
| was just about 13 years old, he gave
a subscription for me for a Punjabi
monthly Preet Lari (the string of love),
and this monthly played a critical role in
orienting my thinking at that formative
age towards left-wing progressive
ideas. He is now over 80 but he
remembered my marks in individual
subjects. | felt deeply touched. He told
me that the marks | had received in
one subject ('social studies') no one
had ever scored before. He said that
he has kept in safe custody all the
letters | had written to him at different
stages, and that he intends to write his
autobiography and would want to use
the contents of those letters. He talked
about my other class mates. Such
teachers are priceless jewels. | hope
that Punjab still has such teachers.
The care, love, affection and even
respect that such teachers gave me
has shaped my attitude towards my
students though | am not able to reach
those heights. | am sure that this is true
of many others who had teachers like
him. | hope that such teacher-student
bonds are able to have the strength
to withstand the forces of privatisation

+ and market penetration that are trying

to erode these almost spiritual bonds.
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